
The Charity Earth Network is an organization of 
sisters and associates of the Congregations of the 
Sisters of Charity Federation who are interested in

-reflecting on ecology/the new cosmology/sustainability 
from the 

perspective of the Vincentian/Setonian charism;

-sharing information and resources

-supporting each other in our efforts to advocate for a 
more sustainable Earth community.

September 27, 2021
Feast of St. Vincent de Paul

Carol	 Cj	 Terry	
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So much has happened since our celebration 
of the Feast of St. Vincent 2020! Our lives inch 
back to normal and, happily vaccinated, we are 
enjoying some forms of in-person contact again. 
Yet our Vincentian hearts still carry so much 
pain – worrisome COVID variants, the relentless 
suffering of the people of Haiti, the crisis in 
Afghanistan.  We are inspired by Vincent’s 
courage in imagining a world of solidarity in 
the midst of the daunting inequalities of his age. 
The Company of Charity has a long history of 
prophetic imagination and persevering action 
to make dreams real.  The 2021 Vincent de 
Paul issue of the CEN Newsletter tells some 

stories of sowing seeds – trees in New York, 
a pollinator garden in Leavenworth, plastic 
bottle caps transformed into things of beauty 
in Cincinnatti.  We also sow seeds of ideas 
and best practices as the resources section 
demonstates.  And read below about an 
invitation to dream and sow seeds with other 
Federation Congregations as we respond to the 
call of Pope Francis and the seven year journey 
to integral ecology that is outlined in the 
Laudato Si’ Action Platform.  Our prayer service 
draws on an image of charism as a bell and the 
needs of the age as a mallet that strikes the bell 
and draws out new and resonant sound. Let the 
charism ring anew!
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CHARITY FEDERATION LAUDATO SI’ ACTION PLATFORM  

ZOOM GATHERINGS 

Each of our Congregations is discerning how to join in the seven-year journey 

to integral ecology that the LSAP outlines. It is important that our response 

flows from our charism of Charity and equally important that we see our 

response as an opportunity to reinvigorate our charism of Chartity.  The 

Charity Earth Network invites you, sisters and associates,  to a ZOOM 

Conversation to discern a Charity response to the call of this moment. Two 

sessions are planed  to accommodate different ministry and life schedules: 

         Thursday, November 11, 2021, 1:00 pm (ET) 

         Saturday, Novemeber 14, 2021, 1:00 pm (ET) 

Each session will include prayer, input on the Charity charism, integral ecology, and our reponse to the IPPC 

report on climate change; and opportunities to share ways in which we can support one another and amplify our 

common voice. A flyer will be forthcoming with more information and the ZOOM link.  For now, save the date 

for one of the sessions, and bring your Charity heart, inventive to infinity, as we confront together  the greatest 

challenge of our time. 

 

  

  

TREE BLESSING AT MOUNT ST. VINCENT, NY 

Sr. Carol DeAngelo, SC 

Sisters, associates, companions, and colleagues 

gathered on June 3, 2021, to bless a newly planted 

Yoshino Cherry Tree at Mount Saint Vincent. From 

Administration Hill on the campus, the tree will, for 

years to come, peer over the Hudson River and the 

Palisades in celebration of Laudato Si’, Pope Francis’ 

second encyclical. On May 24, the Church celebrated 

the sixth anniversary of the encyclical and the 

conclusion of the Laudato Si’ Anniversary Year. Laudato Si’s overarching message — all is connected — is 

alive in the work of the Sisters of Charity of New York. Long before the encyclical’s publication expanded 

awareness of Integral Ecology, the Congregation experienced the interconnectedness of climate change, 

trafficking, hunger, homelessness and poverty through their ministries. Pope Francis is inviting the entire 

Church on this journey towards an integral ecology and ecological conversion. The Laudato Si’ Action 

Platform, announced by the Vatican at the end of Laudato Si’ Week and Anniversary Year, outlines the 

commitment to this journey. Pope Francis hopes this journey will attract the 20–25% of the population needed 

for transformative change so that future generations will have a life-sustaining and flourishing Earth on which 

to live. The Sisters of Charity of New York have accepted this invitation and will develop a multi-year plan 

towards an integral ecology and ecological conversion. For years, the Sisters have expressed their commitment 

through education, legislative advocacy, investments and lifestyle adaptations. The Congregation has faithfully 

stewarded the property they hold, preserving it for generations to come. 
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SISTERS OF CHARITY OF LEAVENWORTH 

PLANT POLLINATOR GARDEN 

John Shively 

Over 2 years ago, some members of the SCL Care 

of Creation committee attended a Sierra Club event 

on monarch butterflies, led by Dr. Chip Taylor. 

They learned that monarchs, like many pollinators, 

are imperiled. While butterflies are fun to watch, 

they and other pollinators, including bees, moths, 

birds, and bats, pollinate over 75% of the world’s 

flowering plants. Their absence would not only 

threaten the habitats and ecosystems that many 

animals rely on for food and shelter, but also 

threaten much of the food we eat and the flowers 

and plants we enjoy. With this in mind, committee members felt the need to help out. 

The metamorphosis from idea to a fully hatched plan took time and planning, and finally came to fruition as a 

four-bed pollinator garden, located on the on the south side of the SCL campus, near the labyrinth 

Sincere thanks goes to the SCL Council for their approval on this project. Thanks also goes Kenny Davidson, 

campus grounds manager, and his crew for creating the raised beds, as well as the efforts of the Care of 

Creation committee. Recently, Sisters Rejane Cytacki and Susan Chase purchased a variety of native plants and 

flowers from Vinland Nursery—all raised without the use of pesticides! 

Recently, the plants were placed in the raised beds by the following committee members: Sisters Rejane 

Cytacki, Pat Johannsen, and Shirley Rockwell, SCLA. Also helping out were John Shively and Rebecca Metz 

of the Office of Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation. Their efforts will help attract butterflies and bees and 

maintain a healthy ecosystem on the campus and the surrounding area. Thanks to their efforts, the new 

pollinator garden promises an earth-friendly future that was just in time for Laudato Si’ Week 2021, which 

began on Sunday, May 16, and ran until May 25, 2021. 

 

 

The Cap to Benches Project Continues at Sisters of 

Charity of Cincinnati’s EarthConnection 

Plastic caps and lids continue to pour in from throughout the 

country. EarthConnection (EC) is now the proud owner of two 

benches and a picnic table.  Sister Winnie Brubach and 

Associate Sue DiTullio recently made a trip in a rented box 

truck to pick up another bench and a picnic table. The bench 

weighs 185 pounds and the picnic table weighs 550 pounds.  

Members of the Mt. St. Joseph University’s football team 

helped to unload the new bench and table.  

At a later time the picnic table will be relocated to the 

backyard of EC.  We are continuing to save lids and caps for another bench and picnic table which will be used 

with visiting groups.  

https://www.laudatosi.org/laudato-si/laudato-si-week/
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EarthConnection, a sponsored ecology ministry of the Sisters of Charity of 

Cincinnati, offers the following ZOOM webinars. All webinars will be offered 

at both 1:00 PM and 7:00 PM on the dates listed. Please register at 

scearthconnection.org 

 

October 28th “Sacred Earth Knowledge: What Indigenous People Have to Teach 

Us” 

Presenter: Sr. Caroljean Willie, SC 

November 18th 

“Medical Consequences of Global Warming” 

Presenter: Dr. Kathleen Downey, MD (Kathleen is a recently retired Associate Clinical Professor of Clinical 

and Community Medicine at the University of Cincinnati. In addition to her work at UC, she has also practiced 

in Alaska, on the Navaho Reservation, in New Zealand, Guatemala, and the Dominica Republic.) 

December 16th 

“Living Laudato Si”  Presenter: Sr. Caroljean Willie, SC 

 

 

 

The Sisters of Charity of New York 

The Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth, Convent Station, NJ 

and ROAR (Religious Organizations Along the River) invite you to 

 

 
 

A JOURNEY TO INTEGRAL ECOLOGY: 

THE SEVEN GOALS OF THE LAUDATO SI’ ACTION PLATFORM 

In the Laudato Si’ Action Platform Pope Francis invites the world to join in an ambitious seven-year journey to 

integral ecology and sustainability. This series will explore each of the seven goals of the LSAP. Ecological 

practitioners with inspire us and share their lived experience with us and will invite us into dialogue around the 

question, “What call did I hear that will move us further on the path of ecological conversion?” Each ZOOM 

session will include prayer, a presentation, and opportunity for conversation. 
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Monday, September 13, 6-7:30 pm (EDT),Response to the Cry of the Earth 

Eric Anglada and Brenna Cussen-Anglada. Eric and Brenna are co-founders of St. Isidore Catholic Worker 

farm in southwest Wisconsin. Brenna is also a member of the 4 Necessity Valve Turners direct action against 

pipelines 

 Monday, October 4, 6-7:30 pm (EDT)Response to the Cry of the Poor. 

Daniel Cosacchi is Assistant Professor of Religious Studies 

And Director of the Peace and Justice Studies program at Marywood University, Scranton, PA 

Monday, November 1, 6-7:30 pm (EDT) Ecological Economics, Jillianne Lyon is the program lead for the 

Climate + Dignity initiative, of Investor Advocates for Social Justice 

Monday, December 6, 6-7:30 pm (EDT) Adoption of Sustainable Lifestyles, Carolyn Cromer is Director of 

Ecological Sustainability at Sisters of Charity of Nazareth, Kentucky. 

Monday January 3, 2022, 6-7:30 pm (EDT) Ecological Education, Lydia Wylie-Kellerman, editor of The 

Sandbox Revolution: Raising Kids for a Just World and her father, Bill Wylie-Kellerman, popular educator and 

community organizer on ecological issues in Detroit. 

February 7, 2022, 6-7:30 pm (EDT) Ecological Spirituality, Kathleen Deignan, CND, Director of  The 

Deignan Institute for Earth and Spirit, Iona College, NY 

March 7, 2022, 6-7:30 pm (EDT), Community Engagement and Participatory Action 

Nancy Lorence, Metro New York Catholic Climate Movement 

 No need to register. Just click on the ZOOM link below a few minutes before each session in the series. For 

questions, contact Fr. Terrence Moran tmoran@scnj.org  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86286693587?pwd=YlVENldYVVBZUWhBdDJuR0dkS2RFUT09  

Meeting ID: 862 8669 3587  

Passcode: bmf1tD 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

The Archdiocese of Washington, DC has published its Laudato Si’ Action Platform Plan which might be a help 

in developing your own plans https://adw.org/living-the-faith/social-concerns/laudato-si-action-plan/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:tmoran@scnj.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86286693587?pwd=YlVENldYVVBZUWhBdDJuR0dkS2RFUT09
https://adw.org/living-the-faith/social-concerns/laudato-si-action-plan/
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Let the Charism Ring Anew: 

 Prayer for the Feast of St. Vincent de Paul 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Environment for Prayer (A picture or statue of St. Vincent de Paul; a meditation bell and mallet) 

 

Call to Prayer: 

Do you know the Vincentian charism was birthed in response to climate change? A “ Little Ice Age” took place 

in the 17th century. Alpine glaciers advanced far below their previous limits, obliterating farms, churches, and 

villages in Switzerland, France, and elsewhere. The farmers displaced by this climate crisis flocked into cities 

like Paris which precipitated the unemployment, homelessness, and disease to which Vincent and the first 

members of the Company of Charity responded.  One climate crisis founded our charism. Can another re-found 

it? School Sister of Notre Dame Mary Maher compares a religious charism to a Buddhist meditation bell and its 

mallet – the bowl is the charism and the mallet is the needs of the age. Only when the bell is struck by the 

mallet will it sing.  Will we allow the Vincentian charism to be struck by the mallet of climate crisis in order to 

release new music?  That is exactly the call Pope Francis has given to us in the Laudato Si’ Action Platform. In 

our prayer, we will pair the words of the seven goals of the Laudato Si’ Action Platform with the words of 

Vincent. Let them strike together in your heart and release new energy and creativity to respond to our planet in 

peril. 

 

Response to the cry of the Earth 

Words of Vincent: : “May you be forever a beautiful tree of life bringing forth fruits of love.” 

All: May the Company of Charity learn Earth’s wisdom and respond to Earth’s need.  

Strike the meditation bell and reflect a few moments in silence. 

Response to the cry of the poor  

Words of Vincent: “Go to the poor: you will find God.” 

All: May the Company of Charity hear the voice of God in the voices of those made poor. 

Strike the meditation bell and reflect a few moments in silence. 
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Ecological economics: 

Words of Vincent: If there are any among us who think they are in the mission to evangelize the poor people 

but not to alleviate their sufferings, to take of their spiritual needs but not their temporal ones, I reply that we 

have to help them and have them assisted in every way, by us and by others. 

All: May the Company of Charity raise its voice to advocate for a world that is just for all of Earth’s creatures. 

Strike the meditation bell and reflect a few moments in silence. 

Adoption of simple lifestyles 

Words of Vincent: We fail against simplicity, Saint Vincent tells us, when our rooms are filled with superfluous 

furniture, pictures, large numbers of books, and vain and useless things. 

All: May the Company of Charity model by our lives the simplicity we profess. 

Strike the meditation bell and reflect a few moments in silence. 

Ecological education 

Words of Vincent: Knowledge without virtue is useless and dangerous. 

All: May the Company of Charity promote knowledge of Earth that leads to love of Earth. 

Strike the meditation bell and reflect a few moments in silence. 

 Ecological spirituality 

Words of Vincent: O God…you rule the universe through your infinite wisdom…All laws regulating the right 

way of life emanate from you, the living source. 

All: May the spirituality of the Company drink from the Living Source, God’s infinite wisdom in the universe. 

Strike the meditation bell and reflect a few moments in silence. 

Emphasis on community involvement and participatory action 

Words of Vincent: "The poor suffer less from a lack of generosity than from a lack of organization." 

All: May the Company of Charity forge bonds of collaboration for the sake of Earth, for the sake of those made 

poor. 

Strike the meditation bell and reflect a few moments in silence 

 

Questions for Reflection/Journaling/Discussion 

What excites you about the Laudato Si’ Action Platform process? 

Which of the goals strikes the bell of your heart the most? Awakens new energy of the charism in you? 

 

Closing Song 

(To the tune of Now Thank We All Our God) 

 

1. Now thank we all our God 

In whom this Earth rejoices,  

For creatures great and small  

Who now have lost their voices;  

And species calling us  

Before they disappear,  

To love this fragile Earth 

That God would have us share.  

  

 

 

2. O may this bounteous God  

In ev’ry tree be near us  

To help us feel the pain 

Of barren lands so cheerless,  

Where once like Eden fresh,  

Wild birds in freedom flew  

To celebrate a land,  

Where life rose crystal new.  

Words: © Norman Habel 1991 
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