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-reflecting on ecology/the new cosmology/sustainability 
from the 

perspective of the Vincentian/Setonian charism;

-sharing information and resources

-supporting each other in our efforts to advocate for a 
more sustainable Earth community.
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This issue of the Charity Earth Network Newsletter 
goes to press, as the old carols puts it, in the bleak 
midwinter. It is surely one of the bleakest times for 
Earth and its creatures that most of us have known. 
But our annual immersion into the Christmas story 
also trains us to look for the star – the tiny flicker 
of light that portends great grace from small and 
unimpressive beginnings. And surely we see signs 
of hope as well. This is being written as the new 
Biden administration is announcing its picks for 
government environmental positions. We are hearing 
words like “climate crisis,” “environmental justice,” 
“communities that have suffered from a legacy of 
environmental degradation,” and even quotes from 
Laudato Si’. Certainly things to cheer the heart.

Recently the coveeners of the Charity Earth Network 
met by ZOOM, our new best friend, to discuss the 
mission and future of the Charity Earth Network.  At 
the beginning of the new year, we will be contacting 

each Congregation in the Charity Federation to talk 
about ways to make the CEN a more effective means 
of connection and support among us.

In recent years, the Vincentian family has put a lot of 
emphasis on systemic change.  With the COVID-19 
pandemic, the whole world has been thrust into 
a learning lab on systemic change. A tiny virus 
has uncovered the systemic inadequacies of our 
health care, economy, social safety nets, educational 
systems, and even of time-honored pastoral 
practices of our Church. The Vincentian charism was 
birthed to give a comprehensive gospel response to 
such malfunctioning systems. So we are in a deeply 
Vincentian moment. The Charity Earth Network 
hopes to tap into the energy of that charism to 
respond to this crisis moment for Earth and Earth’s 
creatures. “This Ancient Love,” in the words of the 
beautiful words of the song of Carolyn McDade, 
impels us into a future full of hope.



 

Leave your legacy for generations to come 
Sr. Sharon Horace, DC 

 
Learning about climate change is one way that helps us 
make personal choices that help preserve our environment. 
There are numerous environmental education opportunities, 
but often those do not take into account, or speak to, 
underserved and impoverished communities. I have recently 
facilitated a sustainability education class with a group of 
women from the colonia of Cameron Park in Brownsville, 
TX. Sustainability education is to become aware of the 
interaction between humans and nature, human systems as 
well as natural systems so that people are motivated to make 
choices that help to create a more sustainable future for the 
world.   
 
 What is nature? Through the creation of a collage, the 
women answered the question. In many of the collages, 
women placed their children prominently in the midst of 
images of the natural world. Therefore, connecting the 
environment's impact on their children's lives was vital in 
developing the lessons. After all, everyone wants the world 
they leave behind to be better for their children. 
 
The title of the six-week class was "Leave your legacy for 
generations to come." Climate change could be the legacy 
we leave to our children unless we understand the causes and 
effects, especially where they live in Brownsville, TX. We 
looked at the ways that south Texas industry and residents contribute to climate change. The women 
also realized some of the results that they experienced, especially more days of extreme heat. After 
learning about climate change, I asked the group what environmental issues they were most interested in 
learning about, and they chose: energy, native medicinal plants, and water. We looked at these topics in 
relation to their personal lives.  For example, “save energy and save money,” “the herbal and medicinal 
plants in my back yard,” and “Water=Life.” The group is eager to learn more about other issues of living 
sustainably and is looking at ways to share what they have learned with the larger community of 
Cameron Park. 
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Collage made by Jeannette.  Annette, her 
daughter, is the center photograph. All the 
photographs were taken by Jeannette. 



 

St. Vincent’s Community Garden Keeps Seniors Active and Promotes Sustainable Living 
Sr. Margaret Louise Brown, DC, Province of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
The Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul at St. Vincent’s in Santa Barbara, California plan to 
revitalize their Community Garden which promotes sustainable living, healthy eating and environmental 
stewardship. The garden has provided residents the opportunity to grow their own fruits, vegetables and 
flowers. By supporting the values of intergenerational connections, resource sustainability and 
environmental responsibility, St. Vincent’s aims to be a model community in Santa Barbara County.  
In 2009, Sr. Marie Rachelle Cruz, D.C. and then 
Executive Director Sr. Judith Schomisch, D.C. planted 
the seed for the idea that grew into a beautiful community 
garden for residents living on campus. The original 
fundraising began with campus residents collecting 
bottles and cans with a goal of raising $10,000. 
Additional funding came from a Santa Barbara County 
grant, local businesses and individual donations.   
On November 7th, 2009, a County Supervisor joined the 
Daughters of Charity, St. Vincent’s staff, volunteers and 
residents for a groundbreaking ceremony and blessing to launch the project. The Community Garden 
officially opened in 2010 and was vibrant and effective for many years. Sadly, as so often happens in 
community life, sisters are missioned. With no one to nurture the project, the “heart” of the Garden was 
lost and its vibrancy faded. Adding to the challenge was a severe draught suffered in California for many 
years causing forced restrictions of water used to sustain life in the garden.  

However, when the time is right, God provides – both water 
and heart. Today, Sr. Maria Nguyen, D.C. has a dream of 
her own to revitalize the garden and make it blossom once 
again. The goal is to restore the Community Garden as a 
healthy activity for seniors living on campus. Sr. Maria’s 
vision is to create two sections: one for vegetables and one 
for flowers. The 
plan is to grow 
vegetables for 
seniors and the 

campus community.  However, garden beds will also be 
available for those seniors who would like to grow 
vegetables on their own. The second space will be a 
beautiful garden filled with flowers, art, a water fountain, 
sculptures and mosaic images of the history and legacy of 
St. Vincent’s since 1858.  
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In addition to providing nutritious veggies, fruits and flowers, the health benefits to gardening are 
significant. It can decrease the risk of dementia, help the body fight disease and reduce stress. Gardening 
also reduces loneliness, fosters feelings of connection and is excellent exercise.  
 
In the time of COVID-19, most seniors are confined to their apartments with few outside activities 
available. Sr. Maria explains that gardening is one of the few activities seniors can do during the 
pandemic. “Being in the fresh air and enjoying the flowers will help them feel better,” says Sr. Maria,  
Gardening is also seen as a spiritual practice. Fr. Al Fritsch, S.J. offers the following, “Gardening 
enhances our relationship to the Earth. Through gardening, we are helping to heal the planet, which is 
part of the work we are all called to do…It gives us a sense of home, roots us in place.” 
Sister Maria concluded, “The need for reviving the Community Garden is essential and beneficial for all 
residents on St. Vincent’s campus.” 
 

 
Sisters of Charity of New York PJIC Office Special Update on Care For Creation 

 
View Catholic Climate Covenant Webinar  Find out how USCCB Bishops and other Catholic 
groups are caring for Creation!  
 
Catholic Climate Covenant – Take time to view one-hour CCC webinar, What Now for U.S. Catholic 
Action on Climate Change and Creation Care? Learn about the impact of the 2020 election on climate 
change and creation care legislation. What can we expect to see in a Biden administration and in the 
next Congress? How can U.S. Catholics organize and advocate within an integral ecology framework? 
Presenters: Meghan E. Goodwin, Associate Director of Government Relations for the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops; Chloe Noel, Faith Economy Ecology Project Coordinator, Maryknoll 
Office for Global Concerns; Rebecca Eastwood, Advocacy Program Manager, Columban Center for 
Advocacy and Outreach. 
Make sure to visit Catholic Climate Covenant website. Get on their email list to receive advocacy 
and webinar email alerts. Learn about their valuable resources.  
 
Global Catholic Climate Movement – sign up to receive GCCM emails to keep abreast of all the great 
things that are happening. 
Laudato Si Circles’ Resources are available if you wish to start one! 
Laudato Si Animators Training Think about joining a training and networking with interested 
Catholics around the world. 
 
Metro New York Catholic Climate Movement Make sure to sign up for the MNY CCM email list to 
keep updated with what is happening in our metro New York area as well as regionally and nationally. 
Email Nancy Lorence at n.lorence2013@gmail.com     A small group is working on the following 
initiative: Climate Crisis Policy, led by Executive and Legislative Director, Todd Fernandez, who has 
created a Climate Movement Campaign. Next paragraph offers more information: 
The Center for Earth Ethics has been participating in the Climate Crisis Policy (CCP) (see above 
link) review of pending climate legislation. All those interested in protecting our environment through  

4 

https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/resource/what-now-us-catholic-action-climate-change-and-creation-care
https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/resource/what-now-us-catholic-action-climate-change-and-creation-care
https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/resource/what-now-us-catholic-action-climate-change-and-creation-care
https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/resource/what-now-us-catholic-action-climate-change-and-creation-care
https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/
https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/resources/prayers-and-worship
https://catholicclimatemovement.global/circles/,
https://laudatosianimators.org/
https://laudatosianimators.org/
mailto:n.lorence2013@gmail.com
https://climatecrisispolicy.org/about-us/


 

the legislative process are invited to use the extensive resources collected by CCP to deepen  
understanding of proposed legislation. Participation can happen in various ways”: attending the bi-
weekly Action Campaign calls; through Climate Crisis Policy’s “Adopt-a-District” program; join the 
Faith Mobilization; or find another way to engage your community and representatives. This is an 
attempt to develop a “Climate Bill Package” that “Creates Unified Front for Climate Movement, 
Preparing Now for Nationally Coordinated Effort in 2021”  
 
 
Sacred Peoples, Sacred Earth, an initiative of GreenFaith – The world needs a compassionate, just 
response to COVID-19 and climate change, and people of faith need to lead the way. Learn about and 
join global launch on 11 March 2021.  
GreenFaith mission: Because the Earth and all people are sacred and at risk, GreenFaith is building a 
worldwide, multi-faith climate and environmental movement. Together our members create 
communities to transform ourselves, our spiritual institutions, and society to protect the planet and create 
a compassionate, loving and just world.  
GreenFaith invites us to join!  
 
Parish Catholic Leaders interested in raising awareness of Laudato Si’ in your parish – on December 
11th a small group met to discuss how to raise awareness of Laudato Si’ and its call to integral ecology 
and ecological conversion by listening to the song of Creation and the cries of Earth and her peoples and 
responding in hope. Group will meet again via zoom. Contact Sr. Carol De Angelo, SC, MNY CCM, if 
you are a Catholic leader interested in outreaching to your pastor and parish. Holy Name of Mary 
Sustainable Sunday Series December 13th webinar with Dr. Erin Lothes, presenter, is another resource.  
 
 
Ideas for prayer: Rosary Mediations on Care for Creation and Holy Hour or Benediction focused 
on Care for Creation   
 
Carol De Angelo, SC, Director of Office of Peace, Justice and Integrity of Creation, 
cdeangelo@scny.org; 718-549-9235. 
 
 
Sisters of Charity of NY and NJ Act on CHPE 
Carol De Angelo, SC, New York  
The proposed CHPE (Champlain Hudson Power Express) is a 330-mile-long high voltage submarine 
power cable linking one-billion watts of Canadian generated hydroelectricity to New York City. This 
line would be constructed and operated by Transmission Developers Inc. (TDI) a partner of the 
Blackstone Group. Fr. Terrence Moran (Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth) and Sister Carol De 
Angelo (Sisters of Charity of New York) with other ROAR (Religious Organizations Along the River) 
member representatives stand opposed to CHPE and advocate against its construction. After studying 
the issue, ROAR considers the social and environmental consequences of the CHPE project originating 
in Eastern Canada extremely harmful.  The power the project proposes to supply is not “green.”  The 
hydropower dams in eastern Canada disrupt and poison the region's rivers, lands and food web. They are  
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destroying the social and cultural structures of local indigenous people and other front-line 
communities.  The reservoirs they create destroy entire ecosystems and produce toxic methylmercury 
and methane, a potent greenhouse gas. Here in New York, ROAR representatives consider the 
environmental damage that the installation and future operation of the cables will cause in the Hudson 
River unacceptable. Sisters of Charity Federation congregation are aware of and involved in many air, 
water, land and environmental justice issues such as CHPE. We invite those in the Charity Earth 
Network to share via the CEN Newsletter ways they are working for sustainability that is safe, clean and 
just! More information on CHPE can be found at: http://northeastmegadamresistance.org/chpe-
transmission-corridor-new-york/  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
-At this link you can find all of the presentation of the October 2020 DePaul University Conference 
Vincentian Family Contributions to a Sustainable World 
https://famvin.org/en/2020/12/14/vincentian-family-contributions-to-a-sustainable-world/  
 
-Cranky Uncle is the creation of scientist and cartoonist John Cook, who uses cartoons, humor, and 
critical thinking to expose the misleading techniques of science denial and build public resilience against 
misinformation. To explain why and how some people reject scientific evidence, Cook created the 
character Cranky Uncle, the family member we all have who thinks he knows better than the world’s 
scientists, in the book Cranky Uncle vs. Climate Change. https://crankyuncle.com/  
 
-The English translation is available for Journeying Towards Care for Our Common Home: Five years 
after Laudato Si’. The document was drafted by the Holy See Interdicastery Table on Integral Ecology, 
created in 2015 to evaluate ways to best promote and implement integral.  An especially encouraging 
feature of the document is that it features concrete examples of how Laudato Si’ is being lived in 
creative ways all over the world. 
https://fore.yale.edu/sites/default/files/Journeying_Towards_Care_for_Our_Common_Home.pdf   
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Ecological Spirituality of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton  

A Reflective Sharing 
  

Introduction:  
Though St. Elizabeth Ann never used the term ‘ecology,’ she modeled the ideal of a true spiritual 
ecologist. She was keenly aware of nature, related nature and her personal life experiences, gave praise 
to God and shared this with her friends and family. She was known, through her letters, to give 
expression of joy and praise to God as a result of life on all levels. Thus setting for us an example of one 
who appreciates all created things, relates nature to our life experiences, praises God and shares these 
with others.  
 
First Reading:  
While experiencing her infant son Richard’s illness, Elizabeth Ann found solace in nature.  
“…but I have had some sweet lonely walks while the little friend was sleeping and discovered many 
beauties that quite escaped us. Last Sunday morning before breakfast I retraced the honey-suckle walk 
and to my great astonishment found those bushes with buds on them which grow near the honey suckle 
and in great quantities in other places, bear the sweetest flower you can imagine with the great 
profusion. Its fragrance is beyond any wild flower I ever saw… — Oh how it would delight me to send 
you a branch of it.…” (1)  

Pause for Silent Reflection 
 

Second Reading:  
On 5 September 1801, she recounted a delightful evening spent with her father before his sudden death 
from yellow fever:  
“On the 10th August—in the Afternoon My Father was seated at his Dining room window composed, 
cheerful and particularly delighted with the scene of shipping and maneuvering of the Pilots etc., which 
was heightened by a beautiful sunset and the view of a bright rainbow which was extended immediately 
Over the Bay— …He called me to observe the different shades of the sun on the clover field before the 
door and repeatedly exclaimed ‘in my life I never saw anything so beautiful’—(2) “So you see, dear 
Julia, the debt we pay for this beautiful creation and the many enjoyments of this life, is to be borne in 
some degree by us all. Human life and sorrow are inseparable….(3)  

Pause for Silent Reflection 
7 



 

Third Reading  
Elizabeth Ann realized that the coral’s changing of colors is a symbol our soul changes through life 
changes just as her Italian journey with and for her husband was to be a suffering, it would also be a 
change and a vision of faith.  
“The coral in the ocean is a branch of pale green, it is almost a rock. Its tender color is changed to a 
brilliant red: so too we, submerged in the ocean of this world, subjected to the succession of the waves, 
ready to give up under the stress of each wave and temptation. But as soon as our soul rises, and it 
breathes toward heaven, the pale green of our sickly hopes is changed into that pure bright red of divine 
and constant love. Then we regard the disruptions of nature and the fall of worlds with an unshakable 
constancy and confidence.” (4)  

 
Pause for Silent Reflection 

 
Fourth Reading  
During Elizabeth Ann’s journey home from Italy, she passed by the natural beauty of the Pyrenees 
Mountains. She totally absorbs creation and reflects on the Creator.  
“We have passed this day opposite the Pyrenees. Their base, black as jet, and the dazzling whiteness of 
the snow on their tops, which were high above the clouds that settled round there, formed a subject for 
the most delightful contemplations, and spoke so loudly of God, that my soul answered them 
involuntarily in the sweet language of praise and glory. The gentlest motion of the waves, which were as 
a sheet of glass reflecting the last rays of the sun over the mountains, and their rising moon on the 
opposite shore—and more than all, that cheerful content in my soul that always accompanies it when it 
is faithful to its dear Master, as recalled the remembrance of precious hours, and makes me incessantly 
cry out, my God! my God!” (5)  
 

The participants may share what moved them in the readings. 
 

 
 
Intercessions  
That like Elizabeth Ann, we may see the God of Creation in all creation  
May I incessantly cry out, my God! My God! (5)  
That like Elizabeth Ann, we may understand that we are part of creation and see our life experiences in 
relation to the life changes in nature.  
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May I incessantly cry out, my God! My God!  That like Elizabeth Ann, we may praise God for all of 
creation from the smallest to the most expansive  
May I incessantly cry out, my God! My God!   
That we may with this goodness of God that we care for all creation in every way that we can.  
May I incessantly cry out, my God! My God!   
 
Let us pray together:  
“I know that whatever God does endures forever; nothing can be added to it, nor anything taken away 
from it; God has done this, so that all should stand in awe before him.” (6) Amen.  
Prepared by Sr. Catherine France, DC on mission in Tuba City, AZ  
 
References  
(1) “To Eliza Sadler,” July or August 1799  
(2) 13 1.141, “To Julia Scott,” New York, 5 September 1801, Ibid., 1:185. Elizabeth continues with a 
description of how her father fell sick from fever the next morning, from which he would not recover. 
She remembered his last words before he died, holding her hand, “I would cover you more, but it can’t 
always be as we would wish.” (p. 186.)  
(3) 11 1.21, “To Julia Scott,” New York, 3 June 1798, Ibid., 1:33.  
(4) Dated 12 May 1804. Elizabeth’s return journal from Italy  
(5) Ibid., 1:298-299. This was the last parting of Amabilia and Elizabeth, although they continued to 
correspond. Elizabeth wrote her journal of the conversion for Amabilia40 Ibid., 1:301. Dated 23 April.  
(6) Ecclesiastes 3:14.  
 
Note: My inspiration came after reading Sung-Hae Kim S.C., The Ecological Spirituality of Elizabeth 
Ann Seton, Vincentian Heritage Journal, Vol. 32, Issue 2, Article 2, Sept. 12, 2015.  
Prepared by Sr. Catherine France, DC on mission in Tuba City, AZ 
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