
Sister Gabriel Mary Donahue, SC 
Entered eternal life on September 24, 2021 

 

The title of Sister Gabriel’s doctoral thesis is: 

“Problem Solving Strategies Used by Elementary School Children in Solving 

Routine and Non-routine Word Problems in Mathematics” 

 

Sister Gabriel spend 60 percent of her life teaching STEM (long before there 

was STEM), teaching 3rd graders at Blessed Sacrament School in East Orange 

for five years, teaching math to students at the Academy of Saint Aloysius in 

Jersey City for 10 years, and teaching 43 years in the mathematics department 

here at Saint Elizabeth’s. 

 

She taught students, student teachers, and teachers what we now refer to as 

quantitative skills.  Sister Gabriel spent 65 percent of her life living here at 

Convent Station.  She was a boarder at the Academy of Saint Elizabeth that she attended on full scholarship. 

She entered the Sisters of Charity on October 2, 1945, the feast of the Holy Guardian Angels and three days 

after September 29th the feast of Saints Michael Gabriel and Raphael the Archangels. 

 

She returned to Convent Station in 1965, living both here at the Motherhouse and in Founders Hall, as the “nun 

on the floor” the affectionate term the students used for a sister in residence in a dormitory. After her retirement 

from the math department, she spent six years advising adult students. 

 

During these times she did a lot of “shepherding” now defined as being a companion, a friend or a guide. 

Shepherding also implies being attentive.  On social media posts, her students attest to her skill at that.  

 

For many years she had the privilege of shepherding sister students from around the world who studied here at 

the University and lived with us here at the Motherhouse. She checked in with them once a week to be sure they 

got the right advising, established social connections, and had the money they needed. If you go to her room, 

you will see the many cultural items they gifted her. By Saturday, the day after she died, the emails of 

condolence and dismay started to arrive from around the world. 

 

She was also attentive to all of us, quietly hearing and caring about the events of our lives. When we began 

calling people to tell them about Gabe’s death, we so often heard that yes, they knew because someone else in 

Gabriel’s network of friends had made sure that they knew she would no longer be there listening to them when 

they called. 

 

In conclusion, I would like to mention that Gabriel currently holds the Sister of Charity record of being the 

oldest person to have passed her driving test at age 92! 

 

There is a whole new industry now dedicated to coaching people on how to “Build Their Life Resume” that 

translates into living a life worth living. 

 

Gabe was ahead of her time on that too. She did what she loved, she loved what she did, and we have all been 

enriched by that. 

 

Sister Elena Colicelli, SC 

 

 

 

 

 


